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Sanibel: Planning Commission Rejects Rentals of Low Speed Vehicles

Planning Commission Rejects 
'Low Speed Vehicle' Rentals

COTI President Mike Miller recently wrote to you

about an application pending before the Sanibel

Planning Commission for a permit to open a rental

agency on Sanibel for certain low speed vehicles

similar to golf carts but with gasoline engines. His

message urged commissioners to deny the

application.

These vehicles are considered "street legal" under

preemptive state and federal law, so their use can't

be prohibited by the City unless they are found to be

unsafe by the City Council. However, even if their

use cannot currently be prohibited, the City is not

obligated to allow businesses to open on the island

where they can be stored and rented.

The main problem we see is that under federal regulations these gasoline powered

golf carts have a maximum permitted speed of 25 mph. That's lower that the posted

speed limit on Sanibel's thoroughfares. That's why COTI opposed the permit. We're

already saddled with too many cars on our roads, especially during season -- cars

that aren't speed restricted. As we see it, even a small fleet of slow moving golf

carts intended for sightseeing by tourists would just exacerbate the traffic problem,

a problem whose solution is not close at hand.

COTI Board Members Testify



The hearing on the application took place on Tuesday, November 22. Three COTI

board members, David Bath, Joe Salatino and Larry Schopp were sworn in and

testified in opposition, pointing out that the transportation element of the Sanibel Plan

has as one of its main objectives a reduction in auto ridership and auto travel on

Sanibel. We argued that the establishment of a rental agency for a fleet of slow

moving vehicles would run counter to that objective. To be clear, no conditional use

may be approved unless it is in accord with the Sanibel Plan.

The important issue of safety was also addressed by the COTI witnesses. Back ups

caused by slow moving vehicles not only lead to frustration, they invite passing --

which on Sanibel's two lane roads can be hazardous if distances and speeds are

miscalculated.

It became clear during the discussion that several commissioners had misgivings

about the application, particularly the safety issue. We are happy to report that after

a nearly two hour hearing they voted 5 - 1, with one abstention, to deny the permit

for a conditional use. The applicant has a right of appeal to the City Council. 

Please share this email with your spouse and neighbors!

 Not Receiving COTI eNews?

Click Here to Register

 See Our Website  |  eMail Us  |   Join or Renew COTI  |  Sign Up for eNews

STAY CONNECTED:

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0016ynqZbqgszEU16q_VLVOiSvsFCmBP5z9KUtYwr2aJfXoDUsajkNJfBwe1XOdPGAVXv0D9eNW0e4%3D
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0016ynqZbqgszEU16q_VLVOiSvsFCmBP5z9KUtYwr2aJfXoDUsajkNJfBwe1XOdPGAVXv0D9eNW0e4%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MCmHywIrz3jVnpiBgYgBjFivhNd5PybQqtzTL4d7hk-dKpcL_ZNVyJ9KVArXaFJ5_2TpHRV4mT_-6GBkMUQialQfZ0vphDr7tuQtlOtdZd5pt23fvwAT5Sv37UXrzCLj4R0nJF0LxnVnZmquCTsk39aE6Y4ovzkJhcyhddUASIlwxf16HrCcFRGMFL1HG1tE_fmZNOs_S3P7uTXLhbdkbilluadokIzUoVi8kg1Jynspszfhw3TDoF9l2WP0rPbQEceIPylv9T7Pg0mGLngq_tzc2_gf9NuizLOMCH8dt0vu2NyH58lIGvbcUV4OzufYbpUPEIjixKQqzp9HCYnKP5Xsm4YHm2I0PO64LVqH9ds=&c=&ch=
mailto:coti@coti.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MCmHywIrz3jVnpiBgYgBjFivhNd5PybQqtzTL4d7hk-dKpcL_ZNVyBGcYpYVFsoo2_i9fzdAjqjybeCBddIm1T-SusGy52vQ2soK8e7BIzh-QzFEpdzT5yWyA7q8lK0DabQUSa-8_nTPnrXznfpBvooyNoQn_qh0-mVgeDG4u2zommM6XVEjCgQIYwVir8Zsqz4qGoMiTcTauyOK3OUjYxGyUEyjcqoM3Mf5EjZlA1P794j9iLyhKhQl1vF-AX8vFKwUuLk0AT0gMP7K-qND_uCb6DK7P34vdI1K_2jdZTwsn4mzkzv1NsXpovjI0U2-Tc6sPNgo7UOf3tHN7P1vdAj9LUFtALt577PWlj7gur6LGErb2Jp9Ag==&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0016ynqZbqgszEU16q_VLVOiSvsFCmBP5z9KUtYwr2aJfXoDUsajkNJfBwe1XOdPGAVXv0D9eNW0e4%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MCmHywIrz3jVnpiBgYgBjFivhNd5PybQqtzTL4d7hk-dKpcL_ZNVyPEWwceCErz4LfSVwr8cDYNbtDYfyNdglgjKH6wOoLQvnWItNcSazfTNZtF7p7RO_5dC3y-O1GojSNFRz5mM-2LzcQpTRbyBwLShlewCPGwMLsiFHNL4PCrSoRmriuBWXUrFp7H-_MMOnKTC0RJtg2s=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MCmHywIrz3jVnpiBgYgBjFivhNd5PybQqtzTL4d7hk-dKpcL_ZNVyCy8haByiQ0PUDp39ysDaxjaQiMltyAdqGKxuh5asrA7FfXsqR-kQBbS5cfJjevdFcWeIPKW3lneQpRl4JwmGtzyn-kP2EdauY2AKnTwptv8jlMhnydyhqely1o78n4ujd4vJDmGuZQUhYhSRjkOGkGn3IswMir3EIN5pwz8me62e9ymwWKJHLhF6rCUJvtThu2Fpr_IZQQZfbtjahpnsOzXdH9-1awo30fSrvgjXrzoSlTe6IxkahWDxkE4Iq_9XvunjeIT8WNKa5ItxQUL9Ym3n_Xn2qPF8JYqydMTrVG76ksvQUBBbYebUKHBPy1in5qO0XHHtAwPKh5gkA8srWifhAmdNfIxCA==&c=&ch=

